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(54) NEW PROCESS FOR PRODUCING ERYTHRO-3-(3,4-DIHYDROXYPHENYL) SERINE DERIVATIVE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To easily obtain the subject compound useful as a 
synthetic intermediate for erythro 3~(3,4-dihydroxypheny!) 



serine having antihypertensive action by using a keto-amino 
acid derivative as a raw material and stereoselectively reducing 
the derivative. 

CONSTITUTION: The objective compound of formula II can be 
produced by the stereoselective reduction of a keto-amino acid 
derivative of formula I (Rl and R2 independently or together 
form protective group for phenolic hydroxyl group; R3 is H or 
amino-protecting group; R4 is H or carboxy-protecting group). 
The stereoselective reduction is carried out e.g. by the catalytic 
reduction using a metallic catalyst or the chemical reduction 
with a metal-hydrogen complex compound. The keto-amino acid 
derivative of formula I is synthesized e.g. by reacting an acid 
halide of formula III with an isonitrile compound of formula IV, 
hydrolyzing the product under acidic condition and reacting with 
a compound of formula R3-X. 
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